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Mayor accused of violating law
RELATED STORIES
By KEVIN HANSON Smeie oo teme
Enumclaw Courber Herald Editor, Editor =
Feb 02 2009

Councliman sends letter to attorney general

Enumclaw Clty Council Mike Ennis has charged Mayor John Wise

with violating public disclosure laws and has asked the state’s - ‘“Im i i -
attorney general to investigate. .
mayE
Ennis dropped the bombshell near the end of an already-contentious ™ %@m
meeting of the Enumclaw City Council Jan. 26. u Mav ™ T o
Iugh scenoms ey
The complaint revolves around the city's ongolng effort to 'mnu' B e i i"‘
itself as a fop-nofch . H - =
development of a logo o be used in that mn ‘A pmmsmm paid - | ——

consultant developed a preferred logo that city leaders showed to a
few groups

The consultant suggested that the logo be kept under wraps until the city could unveil a full campaign.
In a Jan. 26 letter to Wise, Ennis stated his dissatisfaction that, since the fall, the city has tried to keep the

preferred logo from pubdic view. He criticized the s stated view that "democracy ant
logos do not mix.”

1 express my gl ‘with that " Ennis wrote, “With few exceptions, every arli
of business discussed by any municipality i and rightly should be available to the public.”

In attempting fo keep the loge hidden, Ennis charged in his letier, the mayor has created a “culture of
secrecy” that puts Enumclaw at legal risk

The letter Enis sent to Tim Ford, the assistant altorney general for government accountability, leveled th,
same CMM'

“The mayor has been very expicil in his attempt 1o “hide’ the process from public view,” Ennis wrote.
With that, Ennis invited the AG's office 1o examine whether state laws were violated

Whien Ennis introduced the topic during open session, Wise suggested the matter was best discussed
behind closed doors in executive session. A quick survey of council members showed support for keeping
the discussion in public view.

A g g was C Jeff Coats, who said he was “very embarrassed” that the atriorne
general's office was contacted

Ha reiterated that the city was told by its consullant to keep the logo under wraps and noted his belief thal
the Ennis letter was “ridiculous.”

Coats offered a motion that the full council ask Ennis to withdraw his letter to the AG's office. His request
died when no one stepped forward to second the motion.

Reach Kevin Hanson at khanson@courierherald.com or 360-802-8205.

Enumclaw Courler Herald Editor, Editor Kevin Hanson can be reached at
khanson@courlerherald.com or 360-802-8205.

COMMENTING RULES: We encourage an open exchange of ideas in the PNWLocalNews com
community, but we ask you bo follow gur for standards. In a
nutshell, don't say anything you wouldn want your mother to read. So keep your comments

Civl

Smart

On-topic

Free of profanity

We ask tat all participants own their words by registering for an account. If's @ simple process that
will take seconds and helps kesp our comments free of trolls, cranks, and drive-by commenters.
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As 8 community side, we ask that the community help by using the “Flag” button on each comment if
they feel the comment has viclated the rules. You can alsouse the up and down aows on each
comment fo voice your opinion about that particular comment.

Want 1o tell us something but you don't want it to be public? Talk to us privately
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